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SUMMARY 
Mozgovyi Ivan. Neoplatonism and Patristics, or The Light in the Twilight of the Great Civilization. – 
Sumy: Ukrainian Akademy of Banking of the National Bank of Ukraine, 2009. – 471 p. 

In the monograph the analysis of the process of the early Christian theology's formation and its philosophic 
ground by the representatives of the Oriental Patristics by means of the ideological-methodological and logico-
conceptual apparatus of Neoplatonism is carried out. 

The way of solution of this problem is considered on the background of the genesis and evolution of the 
idea of Monotheism in the Antique Greek philosophy in the transitive period from the Antiquity to the Middle 
Ages. The mystic currents of this time which promoted the processes of differentiation, theocracy and cult 
centralization as the premise for the transformation of the mythological beliefs into the dominant idea of 
Monotheism are given a thorough research in it. The idea that the history of the Antique philosophy in a 
certain sense may be regarded as the history to revelate Monotheism is ascertained here. 

The majestic system of Neoplatonism chrystallized under conditions of such spiritual search is exposed as the 
phenomenon what reflected the transitive tendency from God-seeking process to sacralisation. It is proved that it 
was attained by the synthesis of all the precedent idealistic doctrines in a sum and the elaboration of the reform 
programme of Greek-Roman Politheism on the basis of the Antique philosophy. The key statements of the latter 
were borroved reconsidered and used by the representatives of the Oriental Patristics in conformity with the 
requirements of their own Religion. 

The author motivates the idea of the exceptional significance of the Neoplatonic tradition for the transformation of 
Christianity into the dynamic confession and highly intellectual doctrine. It became possible due to the fact that the 
Neoplatonics and the representatives of Patristics paters of Church did not differ in their value orientations. It is 
emphasized in this connection that in spite of the discrepancy in the dogmatic component of their system (ontology, 
logology, pneumology) the idea of the personificated Logos (Deus-Filius) reflected in the early Christian philosophy 
made it possible not only to explicate all kinds of the ontos on the basis of the Primus-Solus which in conformity 
whith the Neoplatonic sheme is generated from the superior to the inferior but also to remake the subordinationism 
into the coordinationism and the Pantheism into Theism. It is accentuated that such borrowing by the creators of 
preceding philosophic ideas was made by them irrespectively of their denial of the basic orientations of the 
Hellenism. 

The idea is put forward that even under condition of their confrontation the Hellenistic philosophy and the 
Christian theology were prone to cooperate which called forth the process of theology-making of the late Antique 
philosophic speculation and the breed of philosophy in the early Christian theology. The monograph proved that on 
the basis of the ideas, methods and notions borrowed by the representatives of the Oriental Patristics from 
Neoplatonism a Christianized Neoplatonism is formed as a means to ensure the continuity of the philosophic 
tradition. 

The influence of Neoplatonism is traced with the help of the comparative analysis of the key stages of the Universe 
development in the sacral late Antique philosophy and in the philosophic-theological system of the Oriental 
Patristics. The monograph states that having elaborated conceptions of ontos, emanation and the ecstasy 
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in corespondence to the Christian traditions the Platonics paved the path for the Oriental Patristics to the philosophical 
explication of the religion of revelation. As a fact the identity is seen when the Neoplatonic triade (Unique-Noos-Soul) 
and the Christian Trinity (Pater-Filius-Spiritus) are compared. 

The contraposition of the Heavenly and the Earthern made the pagan philosophers and the Christian theologists 
conceive the Universe as the product of spiritual-material cohesion. Taking their faith in the principles of Neoplatonic 
cosmology and anthropology the paters of Church attached the sense to the Earthern existence as the result of 
harmonization of all kinds of the ontos. The Neoplatonics also made the foundation of the catafatic and apofatic 
theology and grounded the conception of the Deus-Cult as the result of elevation of the Soul to the Prime-Unity. To 
sum it up the theology adopted a powerful Neoplatonic tradition which allows to call the paters of Church by the 
name of “Platonics”. 

The patricular attention is given to the mystical experience, the pagan ground of which was got off by the paters of 
Church. 

The sequence of material presentation is explained by the logic of the monograph. The author carries out 
the research of the genesis and the evolution of Neoplatonism and its impact on the further development of 
philosophic thought in the first chapter. 

The second chapter deals with the problem of genesis and development of the idea of Monotheism in An-
tique Greek philosophy of the Antiquity and the transitive epoch from the Antiquity to the medieval epoch in 
the Neoplatonic synthesis which became the basis for the representatives of the Oriental Patristics. 

The ІІI-V chapters reveal the influence of Neoplatonism on the early Christian philosophy by means of com-
parative analysis in the process the Universum development in late Platonism and early Christianity. Тhe 
third chapter reflects this influence in respect to the ontology (self-development of the superior auto-ontos). 
The fourth chapter deals with cosmology and anthropology (evolution of the supersensual into sensual-
natural world). The fifths Chapter reveals this influence concerning the gnoceology (return of the spiritual to 
its prime integrity). 
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